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PUBLIC HEARING  

Deregistration Vacant Lands Reuben Potter House Property 

Clementsvale 

AGENDA 

 

Time: 11:00 a.m. 

Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

Place: Municipal Administration Building, 752 St. George Street, Annapolis Royal, NS 

Welcoming Remarks – Warden Diane LeBlanc  

The purpose of a Public Hearing is to permit members of the public to make their views known to Council, 
via oral submissions concerning, solely, the application before Council. 

This public hearing has been called in accordance with Section 16 of the Nova Scotia Heritage Property Act. 
At the end of the public hearing the Public Hearing will be closed, and Council will return to its regular 
session of Council.   

Before Municipal Council agrees to deregister a property that is in the Annapolis County Municipal Registry 
of Heritage Properties, a public hearing is held where the registered property owner is given the opportunity 
to ask questions of Council regarding the heritage deregistration. 

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to discuss heritage deregistration of the vacant lands once associated with 
the Reuben Potter House with the current property owner, who is requesting municipal heritage property 
deregistration for PID 05054275, Quarry Road, Clementsvale. 

Council also uses this time to explain what heritage deregistration means and to ensure that the property 
owner is aware of and in complete agreement with the deregistration of their property as a municipal 
heritage property. 

All questions and comments throughout the public hearing are to be addressed to the Chair.  
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Re: Vacant Lands (former Reuben Potter Property - Deregistration Application  

Presentation by Staff – Application Specifics and Request – L. Bent 

- We have received an application for consideration of deregistration of the vacant lands once associated 
with the Reuben Potter Property located at Quarry Road, Clementsvale and removal from the Registry of 
Municipal Heritage Properties. 

Included with this agenda is the staff report submitted to Committee of the Whole at their meeting of 
December 9, 2025 for reference. 

  

Acknowledgement of Representative of Property Owner, Maggie Shackleton, by the Warden.  

- Heritage deregistration is a legal process enabled through Section 16 of the Provincial Heritage 
Property Act. 

-     You, representing the property owner of PID 05054275 Quarry Road, Clementsvale, understand that 
should Municipal Council agree, by motion, to deregister the property; it will no longer be registered 
as a municipal heritage property and will be removed from the Annapolis County Municipal Registry 
of Heritage Properties.  

- Do you acknowledge, understand and accept these conditions of municipal heritage registration? 

Call for Oral Presentations (open discussion from the floor – public)  

Call for questions or comments from Council Members 

Next Steps – L Bent 

- The process for this type of application when the public hearing is complete Council would add an item 
to the agenda and if affirmative would make a motion to deregister the vacant lands once associated 
with the Reuben Potter Property and remove from the Annapolis County Municipal Registry of Heritage 
Properties and deposit a Notice of Deregistration in the Registry of Deeds.  

Closing Comments 

Adjournment (Warden) 
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STAFF REPORT 
 

Report To: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: December 9, 2025  

Prepared By: Linda Bent, Director of Planning & Inspection Services 

Report Number: (SR20xx-x)  [number is assigned by the Clerk] 

Subject: Vacant Lands Former Reuban Potter Property - Request to Deregister 
Property  

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
That Municipal Council hold a public hearing at 11:00 am on January 20, 2026, to consider the 

deregistration of the vacant lands previously associated with the Reuban Potter House Property, 
a municipal registered heritage property located at PID 05054275, Quarry Road, Clementsvale.  

 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
Heritage Property Act Section 16 

 
BACKGROUND 

Planning Staff received a written request from Marc Potter dated October 14, 2025 (received via 

email on October 31, 2025, current owner of PID 05054275, to deregister his vacant lands 

associated with an existing registered municipal heritage property known as the Reuban Potter 

House.   The property specifics are as follows: 

a. Civic Number: Quarry Road, Clementsvale 

b. Present Use: Vacant Lands 
c. Municipal Heritage Registration Date:   January 2, 1992 

 
In 1991, Municipal Council received and approved an application to register a property located at 
1213 Clementport Road, Clementsport as a Municipal Heritage Property.  At the time, the property 

consisted of approximately 55 areas which included the house, known as the Reuban Potter House 
and associated lands to the rear which extended to the Quarry Road.  The Notice of Registration 

was filed at the Registry of Deeds on January 2, 1992. The property was subsequently subdivided 
on April 12, 1996 creating two lots, one being the lot the Reuban Potter House lot consisting of 
2.30 acres and a vacant lot consisting of plus/minus 36 acres.   

 
As per Section 16 of the Heritage Property Act, upon application of a property owner Council may 

deregister a municipal heritage property where (b) the continued registration of the property 
appears to Council to be inappropriate after holding a public hearing to consider the proposed 

deregistration. 
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DISCUSSION 
The current property owner, Marc Potter, intends to place his vacant parcel of land for sale and 

wishes to have the municipal heritage designation removed from his property to avoid any 
hinderances or complications.   

 
Section 16(1) of the Heritage Property Act states “on the application of an owner of a municipal heritage 

property or on its own motion, the council may deregister a municipal property where 

(a) The property has been destroyed or damaged by any cause; or 

(b) The continued registration of the property appears to the council to be inappropriate as a result 

of the loss of the property’s heritage value, as identified in the property’s heritage file or notice 

of recommendation, unless the loss of the heritage value was caused by neglect, abandonment 

or other action or inaction of the owner,” 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The property is in the land registration system, and the Notice of Deregistration must be filed by 
our municipal lawyer.  This would be covered in the operating budget. 

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
None known 

 
ALTERNATIVES / OPTIONS 

The option available to Municipal Council is to not consider deregistration of the vacant lands once 
associated with the Reuban Potter House.   
 

NEXT STEPS 
Should Municipal Council decide to consider the deregistration, a public hearing must be held.  A 

public hearing shall be held not less than thirty days after a notice of the hearing is served on the 
registered owner of the municipal heritage property and published in a newspaper circulating in 
the area.   

 
Where a municipal heritage property is deregistered, council shall send notice of the deregistration 

to the registered owner of the property and a copy is to be deposited in the Registry of Deeds.   
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Letter from Owner 
Municipal Heritage Registration dated January 2, 1992 

Subdivision Approval dated April 12, 1996 
Site Map of Property Location 

 
Prepared by: 
 

Linda Bent, Director of Planning & Inspection Services  
 

Approved by: Approval Date: 
 
 

 
 

Rob Frost (Date) 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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